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flanged corners of small radius. These sometimes used
to crack on flanging.

So I submitted a very simple design, cutting out the
neutral axis as far as possible, producing a very light
and strong plate. There were only four simple flanges.
However, the official attitude was dead against my
design, and an alternative one was introduced.

In connection with this matter, amongst others, I
attended a meeting at the Hotel Cecil. There must
have been quite a dozen ' experts' present, some
representing the different Services and clad in vari-
coloured uniforms. I recollect a Royal Naval Ak
Service officer saying : " My experience shows that
the struts on which the engine mounting is attached
become saturated with oil, and I do not think there
would be sufficient bearing surface." I countered his
arguments on this criticism of my proposed plate.
There were other arguments brought forward, but the
discussion ended in the decision to produce an engine
plate which was twice as heavy as the one I had
planned ; and there was practically nothing in it on
the load deflection tests.

I mention this matter as an illustration of how official-
dom often spoils the performance of a machine. It
could, of course, be illustrated with many other
instances, but this one will suffice.

Amongst the other machines we designed during the
War were a small single-seater scout, a very clean
two-seater fighter biplane, and a large bomber which
was fitted with the first 1000 h.p. engine which was a
1 Napier.'

Towards the end of the War I, with other aeroplane
constructors, was invited to go to France and visit the
aerodromes there. General Trenchard, now Lord
Trenchard, who was popularly known as ' Boom'
because of the sound of his voice, met us on arrival
and gave us certain information about our visit. The